
Texas A&M AgriLife Research
Center at El Paso Hosts: 

El Paso AgConnect

On May 21st we proudly hosted our inaugural AgConnect event, highlighting the innovative
work taking place at the Texas A&M AgriLife Research Center at El Paso. The event featured 6
presentations showcasing cutting-edge research led by our faculty and drew participation

from 20+ local organizations, including representatives from both state and local government.

AgConnect has already sparked exciting outcomes—two feature articles in El Paso Matters,
multiple collaborations with Texas State Parks, and the formation of promising new

partnerships.

We’re excited to continue building on this momentum and hope to see you at our next event!

F R O M  A  P E R S O N A L  H E A L T H
J O U R N E Y  T O  P U B L I C
H E A L T H  I M P A C T
B Y  A S H L E Y  V A R G O

Texas A&M AgriLife Research Center at El Paso
Director Dr. Beth Racine was highlighted on AgriLife
Today! Read the article at the link below.

R E A D  M O R E
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Adapted From: USDA NIFA National Evaluation of Capacity Programs. Quantitative and Qualitative Review of NIFA Capacity Funding. March 2017

R I O  G R A N D E  F O O D  C E N T E R
H E L P S  E L  P A S O  S M A L L
B U S I N E S S E S  S C A L E  U P
B Y  P R I S C I L L A  T O T I Y A P U N G P R A S E R T

The Rio Grande Colonias Regional Food Business
Center was highlighted in this article by El Paso
Matters.

R E A D  M O R E

A S  D R O U G H T ,  C L I M A T E  C H A N G E
P R E S S U R E  E L  P A S O  W A T E R  S U P P L Y ,
F A R M E R S  I N N O V A T E  T O  S U S T A I N
O R C H A R D S  I N  O N E  O F  N A T I O N ’ S
B I G G E S T  P E C A N - G R O W I N G  H U B S
B Y  D I E G O  M E N D O Z A - M O Y E R S
Dr. Girisha Ganjegunte and Dr Kim Cervantes were
interviewed by El Paso Matters.

R E A D  M O R E

A  L A R G E  P A R T  O F  A L L  U . S . - G R O W N
P E C A N S  C O M E  F R O M  T H E  E L  P A S O
R E G I O N .  C O U L D  D R O U G H T ,  R I S I N G
H E A T  C H A N G E  T H A T ?
B Y  D I E G O  M E N D O Z A - M O Y E R S

Dr. Girisha Ganjegunte and Dr. Kim Cervantes were
interviewed by El Paso Matters.

R E A D  M O R E

35 RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS
Our faculty has published 35 research
publications.

Our team has represented our center at over 30
conferences around the globe this year.

30+ CONFERENCES

We hosted our first ever El Paso AgConnect event!
1  AGCONNECT EVENT ST

40+ EL PASO COMMUNITY EVENTS
Our team attended over 40 events within our local
community!

A  N O T E  F R O M  D R .  B E T H  R A C I N E  -
We deeply appreciate the time, attention, and energy you’ve dedicated to the Texas
A&M AgriLife Research Center at El Paso. Your support is invaluable to us.

This newsletter offers a brief overview of our key accomplishments from the past year.
Our efforts have centered on expanding research initiatives, increasing our regional
impact, and strengthening local partnerships. We’re proud to share successes across
several areas, including:

N E W S L E T T E R  
2 0 2 5

Food Research Disciplines:
Health & Medicine
Social Sciences
Agriculture & Life Sciences
Engineering & Technology
Business & Management 

Click here for details on Food
Related Disciplines 

Learn More

ProfessorSenior Business Administrator I

R E C E N T  N E W S

A S S I S T A N T  P R O F E S S O R  &  
E X T E N S I O N  N U T R I T I O N  S P E C I A L I S T  

L E A R N  M O R E  A B O U T  D R .  R O G U S

Dr. Stephanie Rogus
A S S I S T A N T  P R O F E S S O R  &  

E X T E N S I O N  H O R T I C U L T U R E  S P E C I A L I S T

Dr. Kimberly Cervantes

L E A R N  M O R E  A B O U T  D R .  C E R V A N T E S

WELCOME OUR NEW FACULTY

K E E P  U P  T O  D A T E  W I T H  U S  O N  S O C I A L  M E D I A !

C O M M U N I T Y  P A R T N E R S  &  C O L L A B O R A T I O N S

R E C E N T  P U B L I C A T I O N S  F R O M  O U R  R E S E A R C H  T E A M

F I N D  M O R E  O N  O U R  W E B S I T E

W A N T  T O  C O L L A B O R A T E ?  
H E R E  I S  A G R I L I F E  R E S E A R C H ’ S  

S C O P E  O F  E X P E R T I S E

Contact
Tony Racine 
Director of Project Management and
Community Relations

Email: tony.racine@ag.tamu.edu 

Food Research Symposium
Regional Conference  
Do you conduct Food Research?
Join Us for Networking and Research Sharing!
Connect with food researchers from across West
Texas and New Mexico! Exchange ideas, showcase
your work at the poster presentation, and build
partnerships that advance food systems research.

Save the date: May 21, 2026

Calling all Food Researchers! 

Girisha Ganjegunte, Ph.D.Valerie Mendoza

LEAD AGRILIFE
CONGRATULATIONS ON BEING SELECTED FOR THE 2025 COHORT OF

Dr. Beth Racine

Dr. Girisha Ganjegunte 

Dr. Kimberly Cervantes

Dr. Stephanie Rogus

Dr. Santosh Palmate

Dr. Katelin Alfaro Hudak

Dr. Lilian Ademu

Dr. Marisol Dominguez

R E C E N T  U P D A T E S  H E R E

https://agrilifetoday.tamu.edu/author/ashley-vargo/
https://agrilifetoday.tamu.edu/2024/12/16/racine-from-a-personal-health-journey-to-public-health-impact/?fbclid=PAZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAabtTgWLkLsujZAlOeWypLmAaLgnZjLt-yPyaYmryU-bG8inKKFs_fCc73w_aem_huSBhtUCs4wsXF46I0aUoA
https://www.instagram.com/elpasoagrilife/
https://www.facebook.com/AgriLifeElPaso/
https://www.facebook.com/AgriLifeElPaso/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/texas-a-m-agrilife-center-at-el-paso
https://www.linkedin.com/company/texas-a-m-agrilife-center-at-el-paso
https://elpasomatters.org/author/priscilla-totiyapungprasert/
https://elpasomatters.org/2025/03/16/el-paso-rio-grande-colonias-usda-regional-food-business-center/
https://elpasomatters.org/author/diego-mendoza-moyers/
https://elpasomatters.org/2025/08/11/pecan-farming-el-paso-texas-climate-water-agriculture-sustainability/
https://elpasomatters.org/author/diego-mendoza-moyers/
https://elpasomatters.org/2025/08/10/el-paso-texas-am-climate-pecan-farming-water-drought-ivey-farms/
https://elpaso.tamu.edu/food-related-disciplines/
https://elpaso.tamu.edu/food-related-disciplines/
https://elpaso.tamu.edu/food-related-disciplines/
https://elpaso.tamu.edu/foodresearchsymposium/
https://elpaso.tamu.edu/stephanie-rogus-ph-d-r-d-n/
https://elpaso.tamu.edu/kimberly-cervantes-ph-d/
https://elpaso.tamu.edu/
https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&tzom=360&user=A55zCv4AAAAJ
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=NksdIW0AAAAJ&hl=en&oi=ao
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=NksdIW0AAAAJ&hl=en&oi=ao
https://elpaso.tamu.edu/kimberly-cervantes-ph-d/
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=M9v4RlEAAAAJ&hl=en&oi=ao
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=WgoOPJ4AAAAJ&hl=en&oi=ao
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=UWFmaowAAAAJ&hl=en&oi=ao
https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=qdilIewAAAAJ&view_op=list_works&sortby=pubdate
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=YJN3LY0AAAAJ&hl=en
https://rgcolonias.org/

